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books. Reconciliation and peace have
been the major themes of his papacy.
He has focused on the dignity of the
human person, standing behind refu-
gees, exiles and others.

We welcome Pope Benedict XVI to
our beloved country. He has been a
leader for peace, and we look forward
to his visit.

———

SEND OUR ATHLETES TO THE BEI-
JING OLYMPICS BUT NOT OUR
POLITICIANS

(Mr. McCOTTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, as the
Olympic torch goes through San Fran-
cisco today, I would just like to bring
attention to the fact that I, as well as
others on each side of the aisle, will be
introducing legislation to ensure that
we send our athletes to the games but
not our politicians.

In the past, America has sent their
athletes to the Olympics to show what
free people can achieve, most notably
in 1936 when Jesse Owens won gold and
disabused the world of the Fuhrer’s
propaganda that there was an inferior
race amongst us. FDR did not go to the
Olympics.

I would encourage American politi-
cians, including the President of the
United States, not to politicize the
games by their attendance, but rather
stay home and attend to the pressing
issues which face us as a people. This
would be the proper way for the United
States to both honor the spirit of the
Olympics and the spirit of our free peo-
ple.

———

HOW MUCH LONGER WILL OUR
TROOPS CONTINUE TO SACRIFICE?

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
General Petraeus and Ambassador
Crocker made it clear that the Bush
administration intends to continue its
current strategy in Iraq with no
changes, despite absolutely no progress
on political reconciliation.

Today when we listen to both Gen-
eral Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker
testify again, it’s important to remem-
ber that the principal objective of the
President’s troop escalation plan was
to give the Iraq Government time and
the proper environment to create polit-
ical reconciliation.

I recently returned from Iraq, and
it’s obvious that the political reconcili-
ation that we hoped for is not taking
place. They have had both, but the rec-
onciliation remains elusive. General
Petraeus himself has admitted that
there has been no sufficient progress by
any means in the area of national rec-
onciliation in Iraq.

How much longer will General
Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker and
this administration demand our troops
and our Nation continue to sacrifice
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for the sake of an Iraqi government
that is unwilling and unable to secure
its own future? I would like to hear the
answer to that question today, because
many of us here in Congress do not be-
lieve it is our Nation’s best interest to
keep more troops on the ground in
Iraq.

————————

FREEDOM AND FAIR TRADE

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, what kind
of Nation would we be if we did not
stand up and speak out in favor of lib-
erty everywhere in the world?

On January 6, 1941, right here in this
Congress, President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt enunciated a voice for all
the world, our four essential human
freedoms, freedom from fear, freedom
from want, freedom of speech and free-
dom to worship God in one’s own way.
These are the freedoms we fought two
world wars for and won. These are the
freedoms we must endorse everywhere
in the world. I encourage the current
leaders of Communist China to support
these four essential human freedoms
everywhere in the world.

Soon, very soon, the Olympic games
will be held in China, and wouldn’t it
be grand if China would compete fairly
and openly on a level playing field, not
just in the Olympic games but in mar-
keting their products as well. We must
ship our values overseas, not our jobs.

That is the goal of our presence here
on this floor. We must represent people
here in these United States, not in
China.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISRAEL). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

————

WELCOMING HIS HOLINESS POPE
BENEDICT XVI ON HIS FIRST AP-
OSTOLIC VISIT TO THE UNITED
STATES

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 838) welcoming His Holi-
ness Pope Benedict XVI on his first ap-
ostolic visit to the United States, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 838
Whereas Joseph Alois Ratzinger ascended

to the Papacy and chose the name Benedict
XVI on April 19, 2005, becoming the 265th
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reigning Pope in the history of the Roman
Catholic Church;

Whereas he was born and baptized on April
16, 1927, in Marktl am Inn, Germany;

Whereas he was required to leave seminary
at the age of 16 and forced into military serv-
ice for Nazi Germany;

Whereas he risked grave danger by defect-
ing from the Nazi anti-aircraft corps in 1945
and subsequently spent time in an Allied
prisoner of war camp;

Whereas he was ordained to the priesthood
on June 29, 1951;

Whereas he is a highly regarded theologian
and scholar, having served in various univer-
sity posts from 1959 until 1977;

Whereas he has written 25 books and given
thousands of hours of lectures, making him
one of the most prolific theologians in mod-
ern times;

Whereas he participated as a theological
advisor to the Second Vatican Council from
1962 until 1965;

Whereas he was appointed Archbishop of
Munich and Freising in Germany on March
24, 1977, and ordained a bishop on May 28,
1977,

Whereas he was elevated to cardinal on
June 27, 1977;

Whereas he was appointed Prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
and President of the Pontifical Biblical Com-
mission on November 25, 1981;

Whereas he was elected Dean of the College
of Cardinals on November 27, 2002;

Whereas Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was in-
stalled as Bishop of Rome on April 24, 2005;

Whereas Pope Benedict XVI has made re-
peated calls for peaceful resolutions to inter-
national conflicts;

Whereas Pope Benedict XVI has made rec-
onciliation and peace an important goal of
his Papacy on an ecumenical level reaching
out to both Orthodox and Protestant Church-
es and in an inter-religious manner with Ju-
daism and Islam;

Whereas Pope Benedict XVI has affirmed
the dignity of the human person with respect
to refugees, exiles, evacuees, and other mi-
grant persons;

Whereas Pope Benedict XVI has decried
the imminent dangers posed by terrorism
and extremism; and

Whereas Pope Benedict XVI has identified
the failed revolutions and violent ideologies
of the 20th century as being the result of the
“Dictatorship of Relativism’’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the United States House of
Representatives welcomes His Holiness Pope
Benedict XVI on his first apostolic visit to
the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution, and I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.
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